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ated, and whose examples were the only papal exam-
ples that he possessed.
That this should justify his course we do not pre-
tend. A good churchman in his place would have be-
thought him of his duty to the Master whose Vicar he
was, and would have aimed at the sorely needed re-
form. But we are not concerned to study him as a
good churchman. It is by no means clear that we are
concerned to study a Renaissance Pope as a church-
man at all. The Papacy had by this time become far
less of an ecclesiastical than a political force; the
weapons of the Church were there, but they were be-
ing employed for the furtherance not of churchly, but
of worldly aims. If the Pontiffs in the pages of this
history remembered or evoked their spiritual author-
ity, it was but to employ it as an instrument for the
advancement of their temporal aims. And personal
considerations entered largely into these.
Self-aggrandizement, insufferable in a. cleric, is an
ambition not altogether unpardonable in a temporal
prince; and if Alexander aimed at self-aggrandizement
and at the founding of a permanent dynasty for his
family, he did not lack examples in the careers of
those among his predecessors with whom he had been
associated.
That the Papacy was Christ's Vicarship was a fact
that had long since been obscured by the conception
that the Papacy was a kingdom of this world. In
striving, then, for worldly eminence by every means
in his power, Alexander is no more blameworthy than
any other. What, then, remains? The fact that he
succeeded better than any of his forerunners. But
are we on that account to select him for the special